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Literary Hasterworks English 3010 
I have selected for this course an assortment of what I consider to be 
good books, worth reading, worth discussing, worth appreciating. Whether they 
are "masterworks" or not is something the class can discuss, as well as the 
larger concerns behind such an issue--what makes a classic? when is an artist 
a "master"? why are some works considered masterpieces, while others are not? 
what is the role or importance of such literature in our lives as we live them 
today? What I can guarantee is that each book will affect you in some way, 
and my hope is that each person in the class will come to a better understand-
ing of what it means for them to read, enjoy, and come to terms with a complex 
work of art. 
Requirements for the class are as follows. I expect eveyone to come to 
class with the reading accomplished; withih reason, attendance is maridatory. 
I also expect active, regular participation in class discussions; if you want 
an A, you must be willing to participate consistently in the ongoing discus-
sion in the class. I anticipate that each person will make a class presenta-
tion or take responsibility for leading a discussion. Also there will be 2-3 
written assignments. The final grade for the course will be based on an as-
· sessment of your written work and ·on your overall performance in class. 
Schedule I 
·1;14 opening 
l:/16 Pick a poem #1 Spend some time with the Norton Anthology of Poetrv 
and select a poem that ycu want to read out loud to the class. 
1/21 pick a poem continued 
1/23 pick a poem continued 
1/28 Proulx, The Shipping News 
1/30 The Shipping News 
2/4 Achebe, Things Fall Apart 
2/6 Things Fall Apart 
2/11 pick a poem #2 
2/13 pick a poem #2 
2/18 Morrison, Song of Solomon 
2/29 Song of Solomon 
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